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Application No. 
09^893.239 



Examiner | Art Unit 

Robert E Pezzuto | 3671 

- Tho MAiUNQ OAT£ of this communication appem on the cover sheet with the correspondence add/oss 



Appllcant(8) 
WADDEO. HERBHRT HOWEa 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• fi3lonslon«of11niomaybeavft{taMoundorth«pr«vfcionsor37CFR1.136(>). tefwwt. tow ww .imy wplyb»to»lyClaJ 
Qflcf SJX (€) MONTHS from the nuTmo (tato o(lhb eammunioBtion. 

. irUieperiodfori«ply«pacifi8dabove Is loss than thirty CU) days, a raphrMl^ 

• ir NO period for reply is specniodatnra. the majdmum statute^ Oonvnunlcatlon. 

• FaOuTB to reply uftthbi the set or ettortderf period (or reptyiMU, by statiA^ (35 U^.C S 133). 

• Any reply reoaived by the Office later than three mortths after (hematUng date of this cormnimleatla), «Men VtMyfDed, may reduoe any 
earned pafeni term fldjustment. See 37 CFft 1.7tM(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication (s) filed on . 

2a)0 This action fs FINAL. 2b}IS This action is non-finat. 

•3)D Since this application Is in condition for ailowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Bx parte QuByfe, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Clarnis 

4)[SI Claim(s) VTS is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above daim(s) is/are wtthdrawn from consideration. 

Claim(s) Is/are aUowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 1^15 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 !>)□ The drawlng(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If epproved. corrected drawings are required In reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)nAIl b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Aclcnowfedgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attaelmntfs) 

1 ) IS Notice of References Cited (PTO-692) 4) □ Intefvlew Summanr (PTO-41 3) Paper No(»). . 

2) □ Notfee of Draftsperton's Patent Drawing Review (PTO*4a) 5) □ Nctee of Infernal Patent AppGcatlon (PT0-1S2) 

3) □ Infofmation DBctesure 5tatemert(s) (PT0.1449J Paper No{9) . 6) □ Other 
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DETAJLED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 



\ 



obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention fs not identically divclosed or described as set forth in 
section ^02 of this titte, if the differences between the subject rnatter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious et the fame the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shad not be 
. negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Davis '359 in view of Decker '645. Jones discloses an apparatus for gathering materials 
(figures 1-4), the apparatus comprising two grasping elements (A, A'} each which have 
shafts (F) with grasping means (B.B') at one end. Also. Jones shows the shafts being 
of 0.5 to 3 inches in diameter and two to six feet in length (as seen in figures 1-3) and 
the grasping means having tines (as best seen in figure 1 ). Further, Davis teaches that 
it is well knovim in the art to connect to implements (figures 1-3) with a relatively 
moveable coupling means (figure 4). the handles being tumable within the coupling 
means when moved to the non-square portions of the handles (as seen in figures 1-3) 
but fails to show the coupling means made of a flexible material. However, Decker 
cleariy teaches that it is known in the art to provide a hinged coupling means between 
two handles of such an implement (figures 1-3) and to construct that coupling means 
from a flexible material (column 2. lines 27-40). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art to provide the apparatus of Davis with the teachings of 
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Decker in order to provide a material gathering apparatus with a greater operational 
range. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert E Pezzuto whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1012. The examiner can nonnally be reached on 7:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

ff attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thomas B Will can be reached on (703) 308-3870. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-8623 
for regular communications and (703) 308-8623 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



Conclusion 



1212. 




RoberC^^zzuto 
January 8, 2003 



